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Raffle Winner Sharon Hunt

Bridlespur had a drawing this year from the
entrants of the Hunter Paces for a free one
year trial membership. The winner was
Sharon Hunt. Sharon was able to hunt with
us for the first time on Thanksgiving Day.

Sharon is an aspiring Event rider. Her
husband David is an equine veterinarian.

Sharon Hunt

Here are Sharon’s thoughts on her first day
foxhunting:

“Well, I don't think | can really express what
a wonderful experience | had for my first
time hunting. | have always, always wanted
to hunt but was intimidated because | knew
nothing about it except what | have read in
Rita Mae Brown books! It was truly
glorious! The land is so beautiful and the
sight of the magnificent hounds and the
riders actually brought tears to my eyes.
Everyone was so kind, fun and welcoming —

Lei explained fascinating details as we were
hunting and Ron was so kind as to wait for
me (David and | took a wrong turn which
made us late).

| am hooked! | am trying to secure a truck
so | can get myself to the hunts (and not
have to depend upon David's truck). If
there is anyone near 44 & Lewis Rd. or the
Pacific area (I have a horse in both of those
locations) | would be happy to pay for gas,
etc. for a lift.”

Thank you all so much -

New Members

Mike Pafford and Jeff Bowden have joined
as social members. Their main interest is in
deer hunting and other type of hunting on
the property. Please help them feel
welcome to the club.




New Hunting Professional

Some of you may have noticed a new
professional riding in the junior field. Elise
Vandover keeps her horses at John
Wagenknecht’s farm and has several
students that she teaches there. A few of
them have joined Bridlespur this year as
junior members and Elise keeps a watch
over them in the junior field. We welcome
Elise’s new found lust for hunting and her
enthusiasm. Elise is also the organizer for
the Queeny Park Horse Trials and is a
tireless volunteer to the St. Louis horse
community in many ways.

R

EIi Vandover and Poppy

Deer Hunting

The deer hunters have been very
successful thus far this season. Two quality
Bucks were taken during the first week of
rifle season, one by Terry Cowell and the
other by Jesse Bowden. John Vago took a
big doe on opening morning. Several does
have been taken as well. Don St. Clare, Tim
Pinkston, John Wagenknecht, and Ron
Ausman have all taken deer this season.
We were able to partake of some tasty
ribs shot by Fran Krame’s Boyfriend and

prepared by Michael Murphy at the
Landowner’s brunch.

Jesse Bowden with his buck

The deer season for
archery runs through January 15th.

First Aid Training

Dr. Bob Wilmott organized emergency First
Aid training for Bridlespur. The first session
was given at his house on October 6™. The
training was provided by John Peter, clinical
director of Emergency Medicine at Cardinal
Glennon Hospital. Bob and his wife Cathryn
were marvelous hosts of a delicious pot luck
dinner held after the training. Bob has also
been instrumental in acquiring First Aid
equipment to keep in the clubhouse and
hound trailer.

John Peter demonstrating how to put a
sling on Gigi
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A second session is planned and will most
likely be held after one of the hunts so that it
is convenient for members to attend.

Gigi on a back board with neck collar,
demonstrating a safe way to move a
person with possible spinal injury

Equine First Aid

Dr. Mark Cassells of Homestead Veterinary
Hospital dedicated a Saturday morning to
enlighten several BHC members about our
horse’s health on and off the hunt field. He
brought a presentation hand out that is
available for everyone.

Some of the topics that generated the most
discussion were colic, tying up, bone and
joint injuries, and tendon and ligament
injuries. Of these, tying up, bone/joint and
tendon/ligament injuries were the more
serious of the most likely problems in the
hunt field.

Here are some quick tips:
Inspect your horse regularly

What is his normal heart and breathing
rate

What bumps and swellings are normal
on his body

How much gurgling is normal for his
gut

Later in the hunt day and the next day,
inspect your horse and compare to these
“normals”.

Create a medical kit for the trailer

Broken bones below the knee or hock are
NOT a death sentence.

Keeping your horse physically fit and NOT a
weekend warrior is the best protection
against most of the serious injuries.

Watch your horse during the hunt.
Adrenaline will be in play and they may not
KNOW they are hurt. You need to watch for
anything out of the ordinary.

Dr. Cassells did a great job of keeping our
group happy and engaged, but still on
topic. Which, as you know, is no small
task.

Many thanks to Michael Murphy for
organizing this. Contact him if you would
like a copy of the handout.

Another New Addition

Tess and Steve Fleishli welcomed the
newest future foxhunter into the world on
November 22nd. Abri Seina Fleischili,
weighed 6 Ibs. 5 oz at birth. Hopefully we’'ll
see Tess whipping again from a saddle
rather than a car in the near future.

Start Training them Young

Bridlespur December 2008 Newsletter Page 3 of 6



Bridlespur Blessing

The annual blessing of the Bridlespur
hounds was held on Saturday October 18"
at Valley Green Farm. There were 28 in the
field plus six staff members. The weather
cooperated beautifully. St. Hubert medals
were presented to all present. Deacon
Lonnie Weishaar conducted the
ceremonies. Laura Balding brought her
Three Creek Bassets who were blessed
following the foxhounds. We had a great
hunt with a run that went over four miles on
coyote. We were truly blessed by St.
Hubert that day. Marilyn Carney organized
the catered brunch which followed.
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take a jump in style at the Bridlespur
Blessing — Photo courtesy of Donald
Granger

Foxhound going after Stirrup 7

Whips Lee D’"eutsch and John Korenack

Bridlespur Hunt Ball
November 8th

Thanks to this year’s hosts Tom and Becky
Wood, Bridlespur members and guests
enjoyed a lovely evening at Greenbriar Hills
Country Club. Guests arrived to piano
music and enjoyed cocktails and hors
d’'oeuvres in Club’s elegant living room.
Photographer Don Granger was on hand for
pictures, formal and candid. If you haven't
viewed your memories from the night, go to
www.hoof-pics.com to see and purchase
yours. The Silent Auction was hosted by
the tireless Lei Ruckle and contained many
sought-after items.

The dining tables were adorned with hand-
painted antique wine boxes bearing foxes
and hounds, which high bidders won to take
home with them. This year the wine
glasses featured our new logo on a white
wine glass to add to our collection at home.

Hunt Club Colors were awarded to Michael
Murphy, Ron Ausman, Leslie Granger, and
Deb Hogan honoring their service to the
club and proficiency in the field. Abby
Mutrux received Junior Colors for her many
years riding in the field and always being
willing to help out. Special thanks were
given to Huntsman Eleanor Hartwell for the
great job she does with our hounds and
providing sport.
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Ron Ausm
displaying his newly awarded colors
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Laura Balding, MBH Three Creek Bassets,
presented a Special Tribute to long-time
members’ end of day. She regaled us with
stories about Silas McKinley, James
Orthwein, Marvin Harwood, William
Patterson and Elsie Scherck. Her fond
memories were enjoyed. They will be
missed by all.

The Bob Kuban Band cranked up during a
delicious dinner, and an energetic crowd
danced the night away.

People had fun dancing to the beat of the
Bob Kuban band — Photo courtesy of
Donald Granger

P i ‘
Jill Wagenknect MFH being fitted for her
top for the Hunt Ball

Young Foxhunters

"The Young Foxhunter program continues
to grow. We welcome our two newest
hunting members, Whitney Amelong and
Margo Wottowa. Both are also members of
the Silver Springs Pony Club.

Please remember to tell your friends with
children interested in foxhunting that we
have this wonderful, and very affordable
program. These enthusiastic youngsters
are the future of the sport. Please don't
hesitate to call Lei Ruckle or Sarah Zenisek.
if you have any questions about the Young
Foxhunters

Lel Ruckle leading the Young Foxhunter
field on Blessing day, photo courtesy of
Donald Granger

Upcoming Events

Sunday Feb 1st — Annual Super Bowl Party
at Jill Wagenknecht's and Max Mutrux’s
house.

Don't forget to check the hotline for any
changes in hunt schedule 573-485-4942.

Remember to be on your horse at least
10 minutes ahead of the time posted for
the meet.
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Classifieds

Ladies sandwich case and huntcrop -
Contact Janet Metzger for more information
314-795-1134

Electro-Groom horse vacuum - New they
are $599.00. This one is about 10 years old.
Lightly used. Works great. (has a little rust
from sitting in barn) . Asking $200.00.
Contact Leslie Ayers layers@centurytel.net
636-398-8099

Scarlet Hunt coat - Lord Geoffrey,Medium
wool size 40 , excellent condition $350

Black Hunt Coat, - Pytchley English, heavy
wool, size 40, excellent condition $300

Canary Vest , - Belvoir, English, wool, size
40 ,Excellent condition $95

Breeches , two white, one tan, size 32-34,
heavy cotton, stretchable, in very good
condition $30 each

Stirrup Covers , leather and fleece lined for
cold weather riding, excellent condition, $25
each

Contact Jack Chopp home 636-398-5944
cell 636-485-2815 jlchopp@yahoo.com

Mens Boots — Two pair of men’s Dehner
boots approximately size 9 %.. One pair
black dress boots, one pair brown field
boots. Beautiful boots in good condition.
Contact Donald Granger 636-458-2863
Donaldgranger@att.net

Hunt Horse — 6 year old paint horse gelding
16H, has hunted and evented, great on
trails. Contact Leslie Granger 314-306-
0341 Lesliegra@aol.com

Newsletter articles

Please send any of your thoughts,
accomplishments, or any other suggestions
for articles to:

LeslieGra@aol.com

You may also send Hunt related classifieds.
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